[Late results with biograft in peripheral arterial surgery].
A total of 106 vascular reconstructions below the inguinal ligament including axillo-femoral and femoro-femoral bypasses were performed using 137 Dardik's human umbilical veins. The indication for surgery was limb salvage in 29%. The distal anastomosis was done with the popliteal artery above the knee in 53 cases, below the knee in 31, and with a tibial artery in 1. The axillo-femoral bypass was performed in 21 cases, and femoro-femoral bypass in 32. The accumulated graft patency rates of femoro-popliteal bypass at 1 yr./3 yrs./5 yrs. were 93%/75%/75%, those of femoro-femoral bypass were 85%/85%/85%, and those of axillo-femoral bypass were 54%/27%/27%. No special risk factor influencing patency rate was found from this study. In long term period, graft aneurysm was observed in 3 cases. It is concluded that the human umbilical vein is the graft material of choice for femoro-popliteal or femoro-femoral bypass when the saphenous vein is not available, and the careful follow-up is important because of the risk of graft aneurysm.